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CYNGOR CYMUNED YR YSTOG 
CHURCHSTOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

2 Rowes Terrace, Plough Bank, Montgomery, Powys.  SY15 6QD 

 
MINUTES of FULL COUNCIL ORDINARY BUSINESS MEETING 

on Tuesday 28th February 2017 
at Churchstoke Community Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
1.0 Attendance, Apologies for Absence, Dispensations, and Declarations of 

Members’ Interests – to record attendance and apologies for absence, 
receive declarations of interest from Members in accordance with Part III of 
the Local Government Act 2000, which established the Local Government 
Code of Conduct for Members, and note dispensations. 
 
Attendance: Cllr B L Smith (Chairman), Cllr J Jones, Cllr M J Jones, Cllr K D 
Massey, Cllr D L Powell (Vice-Chairman), Cllr A Richards, Cllr P C Rigg, Cllr 
C P Smith, Cllr J N Wakelam, Cllr D N Yapp. 
 
Apologies for absence approved by Council: None. 
 
Other apologies for absence: None. 
 
Other Members not present: None. 
 
In attendance: E J Humphreys (Clerk to the Council). 
 
Dispensations: Current dispensations can be found on the council’s website. 
 
Declarations of Members’ interests: Members declared personal / prejudicial 
interests at the start/ during the meeting as follows: 

Agenda 
Number 

Item Councillor Nature of Declaration 

5.0 Planning Matters M J Jones 
Personal not prejudicial interest as 
Member of Powys CC Planning 
Committee 

9.2 
Grounds 
Maintenance & 
Grass Cutting 

J N Wakelam 
Personal not prejudicial interest as 
an allotment holder 

 
2.0 Public Participation: to receive members of the public who wish to address 

the Council in respect of any item of business included in the agenda.  Any 
member of the public wishing to speak must notify the Clerk to the Council no 
later than 15 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. 
None. 

 
3.0 Minutes of Meetings: To approve and sign the minutes as a correct record 

the minutes of the Full Council Ordinary Business Meeting 31st January 2017 
at Churchstoke Community Hall (paper 3 previously circulated). 
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The minutes of the Full Council Ordinary Business Meeting 31st January 2017 
at Churchstoke Community Hall were reviewed and approved, with 
typographical errors corrected 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘The minutes of the Full Council Ordinary Business Meeting 31st January 
2017 at Churchstoke Community Hall are approved and signed as a correct 
record.’ 

 

4.0 Matters Arising from Minutes for Information: To report matters arising for 
information from the minutes of the Full Council Ordinary Business Meeting 
31st January 2017 at Churchstoke Community Hall. 

4.1 (7.3) Society of Local Council Clerks: Practitioners’ Conference 
The Clerk reported attendance at the SLCC 11th Practitioners’ Conference 
and commented on the high quality of the training event. 
 

4.2 (11.0) Website 
Cllr K D Massey reported on feedback from councillors viewing the 
development site, and informed that the site would go-live as soon as 
possible by arrangement with the Clerk. 

 
5.0 Planning Matters: 
5.1 Planning Specific Correspondence: 

5.1.1 Powys CC: Powys LDP – to receive, for information, the agenda for the 
pre-hearing meeting (paper 5.1.1a-c previously circulated). 
Council received information and agenda regarding 
a) Inspector’s Pre-hearing meeting to be held Tue 7th Feb’17 at 11am 
b) Inspector’s Hearings Programme for hearings running 28th Mar to 

11th May’17. 
 
The Clerk reminded Members that CCC has resolved it would not 
attend the pre-hearing meeting or the hearings.  Noted. 
 

5.1.2 Other Planning Correspondence: to receive, for information, other 
planning specific correspondence, if any. 
None. 

Action – Clerk to circulate 
documents post meeting 

 
5.2 Powys CC Planning Determinations: to report from Powys CC notifying 

Community and Town Councils of Planning Decisions in their area (paper 5.2 
previously circulated). 
The Clerk reported notification of planning determinations by Powys CC as 
follows: 

Ref. Site Powys CC Planning Decision 
TREE/2017/
0001 

Gorsty House, Hyssington Approved 

 
5.3 Planning Applications – to receive & resolve responses to consultations; full 

application(s) detail(s) at http://www.powys.gov.uk/en/planning-building-
control/search-view-and-comment-on-planning-applications/ including: 
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RESOLVED: 
‘CCC responds to planning application consultations as follows:’ 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 
Consultations on application(s) in Churchstoke community 

P/2017/0107 Mr & Mrs Davies, 
Chapel Croft, 
Pentre 

Chapel Croft, 
Pentre 

Erection of a single storey 
rear extension S 

P/2017/0111 Mr P Delves, 
Montgomeryshire 
Natural Spring 
Water Co, 
Crosslikely, 
Churchstoke 

Montgomeryshire 
Natural Spring 
Water Co, 
Crosslikely, 
Churchstoke 

Section 73 application to 
vary condition 2 of 
permission P/2015/0180 
relating to the approved 
plans 

O* 

P/2017/0122 Mr & Mrs R & J 
Davies, 1 Chaseley 
Fields, Hall Bank, 
Churchstoke 

1 Chaseley 
Fields, Hall Bank, 
Churchstoke 

Erection of a two-storey front 
extension 

S 

P/2017/0162 Mr & Mrs D & G 
Jones, Coed Farm, 
Coed Lane, 
Churchstoke 

Coed Farm, Coed 
Lane, 
Churchstoke 

Conversion of milking 
parlour to a dwelling and all 
associated works 

S* 

*P/2017/0111 – Council objected very strongly to this application for reasons: 
a) the scale of the proposals is grossly out of proportion to the immediate 

environment 
b) the adverse visual impact of such a large-scale development on the 

neighbouring valley, and from nearby areas of outstanding natural beauty. 
 
*P/2017/0162 – Council supported the application, and urged a condition of consent 
that the new dwelling should remain an annex to Coed Farm and cannot be sold as 
a separate dwelling. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
5.4 Applications for Works to Trees Subject to Tree Preservation Order or in a 

Conservation Area – to receive & resolve responses to consultations 
including (papers 5.4 previously circulated). 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC responds to works to trees consultations as follows:’ 

Ref. Applicant Site Description rec. 
Consultations on application(s) in Churchstoke community 

TREE/2017/0
007 (paper 
5.4a-b 
previously 
circulated) 

Mr Alistair Grigg, 
Penstrowed 
Quarry, 
Penstrowed, 
Caersws 

Plots to rear of 
The Court 
House Inn, 
Churchstoke 

Proposed works to fell 4 no 
trees within a Conservation 
Area N 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
5.5 Planning Enforcement – to report information from Powys CC planning office 

and on planning enforcement matters within the community. 
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The Clerk reported correspondence from the planning office as follows: 
Ref./ Site Description 
P/2012/0265 Plot to rear of Court House Hotel Churchstoke: erection of 2. no 

detached dwellings together with formation of a new vehicular access. 
 CCC had requested planning officers ensure that all conditions of 

consent are followed and again reported the unauthorised alteration to 
an entrance onto Wernddu Lane being used. 

 CCC received acknowledgement, and information that investigations 
are in progress. 
 

Broadway Broadway House, Churchstoke. 
 CCC had brought the earthworks and gate to the attention of planning 

officers to check that such works are compliant with planning 
requirements, and that water is not diverted onto the highway. 

 CCC received acknowledgement, and information that investigations 
are in progress. 
 

 
The Chairman invited Members to bring forward planning enforcement 
matters and Members discussed enforcement as follows: 

Ref./ Site Description 
A489 Fir 
House Layby 

‘CCC reports the felling of a large prominent Oak Tree which may be 
protected and may need felling permission.’ 

  
P/2016/0389 
Pleasant 
View, Pentre 

For: Extend curtilage and change of use.  Erection of wooden buildings 
containing dog grooming parlour plus food storage 

 ‘CCC enquires the progress in regards to enforcement action following 
refusal of planning permission for dog grooming business.’ 
 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
6.0 One Voice Wales/ Society of Local Council Clerks, Guidance Notes: to 

receive other reports of AGM/ conference/ area meetings/ guidance notes/ 
training/ correspondence. 

6.1 OVW: Membership Renewal: to receive and resolve invitation to renew 
membership for 2017-18 (paper 6.1 previously circulated). 
Council received the invitation to renew membership for 2017-18. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC renews membership of OVW for 2017-18.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

6.2 SLCC: Membership Renewal: to receive and resolve invitation to renew 
membership for 2017 (paper 6.2 previously circulated). 
Council received the invitation to renew membership for 2017. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC renews membership of the Clerk to the SLCC/ILCM for 2017.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
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6.3 OVW: Welsh Government White Paper ‘Reforming Local Government: 

Resilient and Renewed: to receive the consultation (paper 6.3previously 
circulated), see also agenda item 11. 
Council received notice of the consultation with responses welcomed by 11th 
April.  The Clerk referred Members to agenda item 11. 
 

6.4 OVW: Welsh Audit Office (WAO) Financial Management and Governance in 
Community Councils: to receive invitation to participate in a WAO free 
webinar to share examples of learning and good practice in Wales (paper 6.4 
previously circulated). 
Council received notice and invitation to participate in the free webinar hosted 
by WAO in which the need to improve financial management and governance 
(particularly in relation to the quality of their financial reporting, financial 
management and internal audit arrangements) will be highlighted.  Noted. 
 

6.5 OVW: Joint Annual Event: to receive information and authorise attendance by 
councillors and staff at the event (paper 6.5a-b previously circulated. 
Council received notice and information regarding the joint OVW/SLCC event 
12th July at Ewloe, where current issues and future changes issues for 
community & town councils will be highlighted. The Clerk reminded Members 
that CCC has participated in previous years and recommended attendance. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC authorises the (incoming) Chairman and Clerk to attend the Joint 
OVW/SLCC event, 12th July at Ewloe.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

6.6 To receive other correspondence from OVW/ SLCC, for information, as will 
be brought before the council by the Clerk (if any). 
The Clerk indicated other correspondence will be circulated electronically post 
meeting where electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 1. 

Action – Clerk to circulate 
documents post-meeting 

 
7.0 Cae Camlad Playground and New Play Area: to receive progress highlight 

report from the project team (Cllr D L Powell). 
Cllr D L Powell reminded Members that the bill of sale for play equipment on 
the old Cae Camlad site is outstanding, and thanked Cllr D N Yapp for 
securing the gate with new padlock. 
 
Council received an invitation to join the annual inspection round organised 
by Powys CC at £60 plus vat per playground site. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC agrees to inclusion of the recreation field playground in the 2017 round 
of inspections.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

8.0 Churchstoke CP School: to receive nominations and to elect an additional 
community governor to represent the community council). 
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The Chairman reminded Members that there remains a vacancy for an 
additional community governor nominated by the community council and that 
they wished to consider the matter (reference meeting 29th Nov’16 minute 
10).  Cllr D N Yapp indicated he would be prepared to represent the council 
on the governing body if re-elected in May. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC will consider the representative to the school governing body after the 
May elections.’ 

Action – for annual meeting in May 
 
9.0 Churchstoke Recreation Field 
9.1 Field Aeration: to receive, and resolve if desired, on a quotation for recreation 

field aeration treatment 2017-18 (paper 9.1 previously circulated). 
Council received a quotation from Powys CC for recreation field aeration 
2017-18 at £104.70 per treatment. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC accepts with the quotation for usual aeration treatment programme and 
authorises 4 sessions at £104.70 per session.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

9.2 Grounds Maintenance & Grass Cutting: to receive, and resolve if desired, a 
draft re-specification for Grounds Maintenance & Grass cutting from Members 
with Special Responsibility for Allotments and Recreation for tender in Feb’17 
(paper 9.2 previously circulated). 
Cllr M J Jones, Cllr P C Rigg, Cllr D N Yapp reported on the draft 
recommended re-specification for Grounds Maintenance & Grass cutting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC approves 4 specifications based on the draft, to be prepared for tender 
a) As outlined with frequency adjusted (18 for recreation field inside metal 

fencing/ 8 for recreation field outside metal for fencing/ 18 for playground 
i. Areas as at present 
ii. All areas within 30 mph 

 
b) As outlined without playing field area inside the metal fencing with 

frequency adjusted (8 for recreation field outside metal fencing/ 18 for 
playground) 

i. Areas as at present 
ii. All areas within 30 mph 

 
and to exclude the Hyssington play area from specifications on the 
grounds that this land belongs to the Hyssington Village Institute.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
The Clerk reported information from a member of the public that a tree is 
leaning and severed in the far corner of recreation field.  Cllr D L Powell 
volunteered to attend to the tree and make safe on 1st March. 

Action – Cllr D L Powell 
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10.0 Consultation by Powys Teaching Local Health Board: Pharmacy in 
Churchstoke: to receive, and resolve response if desired, the PtLHB 
decision to refuse an application for a new pharmacy in Churchstoke by West 
Midlands Co-operative Chemists Ltd (papers 10a-d previously circulated). 
The Chairman referred Members to the decision notice to refuse the new 
pharmacy, with comments invited by 15th Mar’17. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC expresses disappointment that the application is refused and asks 
PtLHB to reconsider its decision for reasons of: 
a) the growing but aging population of Churchstoke community, with planning 

permissions granted for over 100 houses in the village 
b) the limited public transport links to and from Churchstoke community 
c) the cost for people from Wales paying for prescription at Bishops Castle in 

England, the nearest alternative pharmacies in Wales being Welshpool 
(10 miles) and Newtown (12 miles).’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
11.0 Consultation by Welsh Government: Local Government Reform: to 

receive the consultation, and resolve a response if desired, a delegation of 
Member(s) to work with the Clerk to meet and formulate a recommendation to 
Council to resolve response at the March (papers 11a-c previously 
circulated). 
The Chairman referred Members to the consultation with responses 
welcomed by 11th Apr’17.  The Clerk referred Council especially to Chapters 
1 and 6, and reminded Members of previous similar consultations on Local 
Government Reform in 2015 (White Paper) and 2016 (Draft Bill). 
 
The Clerk also highlighted the significance of the proposals for the future of 
the community & town council sector and several aspects of particular 
relevance to community & town councils: 

• Improving relationships between unitary authorities and local councils 

• Increasing capacity and capability in the sector 

• General power of competence 

• Obligation to produce a training plan 

• 5-year electoral cycle 

• Facilitating clustering 

• Boundary review and mergers delayed until a root and branch reform 
of community and town councils is undertaken. 

 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC authorises the Clerk, taking guidance from the Chairman, to bring 
forward recommendations for a response to the March meeting.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

12.0 Financial Report: 
12.1 Finance Specific Correspondence: to receive finance specific 

correspondence, if any. 
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12.1.1 Wales Audit Office (WAO) report ‘Financial Management and 
Governance in Community Councils 2015-16’: to receive the report 
(paper 12.1.1a-b previously circulated). 
Council received the WAO report which highlights failures of many 
community and town council audits across Wales.  Noted. 
 

12.1.2 Powys CC: to receive and resolve if desired, on costs for payroll 
processing (paper 12.1.2 previously circulated) 
Council received outline service specification and costs from Powys CC 
for providing a payroll service.  Noted. 
 

12.1.3 Other Correspondence: to receive other financial specific 
correspondence, for information, as will be brought before the council 
by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
12.2 Items Received Since Last Meeting – to report. 

The Clerk reported items received since the last meetings as follows: 
Payer Description £ 

NatWest Bank Gross interest Jan 2016 0.35 

Soc Local Council Clerks Training bursary (practitioners’ conf) 100.00 

W J Morris Burial fee (plot 123) 190.00 

M & G Charibond dividend Nov’16-Jan’17 1.15 

Total 291.50 

 
12.3 Items for Payment – to resolve to approve items for payment as follows: 

The Clerk reported items for payment. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC. authorises payments as follows’: 

Chq Payee Description £ex vat £vat £total 

To authorise items for payment at this meeting: 

1024 One Voice Wales 
Membership subs’n 
2017 

211.00 0.00 211.00 

1025 
Society of Local 
Council Clerks 

Membership subs’n 
2017 

45.36 0.00 45.36 

1026 
SLCC 
Enterprises Ltd 

Practitioners’ 
Conference 

249.00 23.20 272.20 

1027 E J Humphreys 
Norton anti-virus sub’n 
for 4th Mar’17 

66.66 13.33 79.99 

1028 E J Humphreys 
MS-Office sub’n for 3rd 
Mar’17 

66.66 13.33 79.99 

1029 Gloversure Ltd New website framework 865.00 173.00 1,038.00 

Total to authorise for payment this meeting 1,503.68 222.86 1,726.54 

To report items previously authorised to be paid by direct debit or standing order: 

SO E J Humphreys 
Clerk gross salary 
Feb’17 

552.86 0.00 552.86 
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Total previously authorised paid by dd/sord. 552.86 0.00 552.86 

Grand total for payment at this meeting 2,056.54 222.86 2,279.40 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
12.4 Consolidated Balances – to report to date after sweep, receipts & payments. 

The Clerk reported on gross, ring-fenced funds & net available bank balances 
as follows: 

Item Current acc. £ Reserve acc. £ 
Gross balances 500.00 37,051.44 

Less consolidated ring-fenced funds 0.00 15,159.63 

Net balances available 500.00 21,891.81 

 
13.0 Highways & Rights of Way Reports: 
13.1 From Powys CC/ Shropshire Council to CCC: to report general maintenance 

(inc. papers 13.1a-b) 
a) Powys CC A489 Crosslikey Zebra Crossing: The Chairman reported 

meeting highways officers to advise the extent of extending the zig-zag 
lines, that the crossing is to be repainted, and the Zig-Zags on either 
side of the crossing will be lengthened from 8 units to 18 units thus 
improving the visibility and length of road that must be kept clear of 
parked vehicles 

b) A490 near pottery car park: traffic island bollards are obscured with 
mud: Powys CC replies that works to clean the traffic island bollards 
will be scheduled.  The Chairman reported that works have been 
carried out 

c) C2054 Wern Lane, Sarn: Powys CC notice of closure of the highway 
between 27th Mar to 25th Apr’17 inclusive, to ensure public and 
workforce safety while works installing a new water main are 
undertaken. 
 

13.2 From CCC. to Powys CC/ Shropshire Council – to report general 
maintenance: 
a) A489 east near Broadway House: potholes continue to develop 
b) A489 south near Brickyard: pothole 
c) B4385 between Mellington Lodge and Courthouse Farm: potholes 

(especially between RVW Pugh and Courthouse Farm) 
d) C2055 Hall Bank north of Chaseley Fields: drain grids not draining 

away the surface water 
e) Streelamps Churchstoke Village: Council understood that all 

streetlighting in Churchstoke Village should, by now, be LED lamps 
and all lamps operating.  However, a number of lamps appear to 
remain non-operational as was the case pre-LED lamps.  Council 
enquired what should be the correct situation. 

Action – Clerk to process 
 
14.0 County Council Matters– to receive & discuss other general Powys CC/ 

Shropshire Council matters. 
a) Powys CC: Cllr M J Jones reported: 

• Powys CC Budget 2017-18: set at 3.9% increase (less than 
expected 4.5%), with Dyfed Powys Police precept increasing 6.9%. 
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b) Shropshire Council: no report. 
 
15.0 Correspondence – to receive items of general correspondence for 

information. 
15.1 Powys CC: Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 Draft Powys 

Well-being Assessment 2017: to receive consultation on the final assessment 
(paper 15.1a-d previously circulated). 
Council received the consultation dated 9th Feb’17 closing 26th Feb’17.  The 
Clerk indicated the significance of the Act which places a duty on public 
sector organisations and partner agencies to work together and set out a plan 
which helps to improve the well-being of current and future generations. 
Members expressed concern at the short period of consultation for such an 
important Act and Assessment. 
 
RESOLVED: 
‘CCC is of the view that Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
Draft Powys Well-being Assessment 2017 is a significant document for public 
services in Powys, and protests that such a short consultation period from 
receiving notice 9th Feb’17 to closing date 26th Feb’17 is insufficient time for 
the community council to participate and contribute.’ 

Action – Clerk to process 
 

15.2 To receive, for information, items of general correspondence which may be 
brought to the attention of the council: 
The Clerk indicated correspondence will be circulated electronically post 
meeting where electronic copies are available, and set out in appendix 2. 

Action – Clerk to circulate 
documents post-meeting 

 
16.0 Chairman’s Announcements, Items for Future Agenda & Date of Next 

Meeting: 
a) Chairman: Fly tipping at Tuffins recycling site – the Chairman reported 

recent incidences of fly-tipping following removal of the cans and plastic 
collection banks, and that Powys CC has been informed and is dealing 
with the matter 

b) Cllr C P Smith: Pottery Notice Board – reminded Council that the existing 
notice board remains in need of replacement.  Council asked the Clerk to 
research costs for new notice board 

c) Clerk: Village Green at Hyssington – the clerk reported progress update 
from the resident leading the research into ownership of the village green 
and a full report will be available via Cllr D L Powell and the Clerk shortly 

d) Chairman: Next meeting, Full Council Ordinary Business Meeting 28th 
March 2017, 7.30pm, at Churchstoke. 

 
17.0 CONFIDENTIAL SESSION EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
17.1 RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS. 

Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) to resolve that 
members of the public and press be requested to leave the meeting by 
reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the business about to be 
transacted. 
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RESOLVED: 
‘In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (2) 
the Council resolves that members of the public and press be requested to 
leave the meeting by reason of the [specified] confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted.’ 

 
17.2 Confidential Matters and Correspondence [confidential reason data protection 

of individuals]: To receive, and resolve if desired, such business or 
correspondence of a confidential nature as will be brought before the council 
by the Clerk. 
None. 

 
Meeting ended – 9.46pm. 
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Appendix 1: One Voice Wales/SLCC Correspondence and circulated post meeting 
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Appendix 2: General Correspondence received and circulated post meeting 
 

 
 
 
End of appendices 


